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The Woods Resort ~ A Road Well Traveled

Nick Ciattei

Any journey taking golfers into the

Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia would
be incomplete without a visit to The
Woods Resort. Located in the Sleepy
Creek Mountains a dozen miles from the
interstate, The Woods 15 about a two hour
trek from either metro beltway and easily
accessible as a daily fee oprion for folks up
and down the 1-81 corridor. The resort is the
proud home of two outstanding golf courses
as well as a plerhora of other delights chat
make this year-round destination one of
the most well known in the mid-Adantc.
Three words that generally come into mind
when discussing The Woods Resort are fun,
relaxing, and affordable. Put them together,
and you have some sweet ingredients for

a golf pilgrimage into the West Virginia
mountamns.

The two 18-hole tracks that call The Woods Resort home are the championship
Mountain View Course and the mid-length Stony Lick Course. On my latest
visit, | found both courses in superb condition with some of the best greens I've
played on this year. The Mountain View Course opened in 1989 and is a wonderful
jaunt over hills and valleys with its namesake "Third Hill Mountain dominating
the landscape. At 6600 from the back tees there’s still plenty of room to hit the
big stick all day long. Three other sets of tees make this course very favorable

to seniors and ladies. The layout oozes

i with personality, so much so that each of
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the holes has a clever moniker attached.
When you come to the third hole aptly
titled “Ballwasher,” you get the gist that
the folks responsible for the facility want
you to have a fun time on the course. This
beautiful par 3 over a large pond requires

a precise, well hit shortironor . . . glug . ..
another one bites the dust. The par 5 fourth
is reachable in two for many long hitters,
and playing up the right side is always more
favorable. A solid golf hole, the par 5 on

the front side, number seven, the “Road
Hole,” is very straight and plays very long.
The par 3 ninth is also short in stature burt
rich in creativity. An elevated multi-tiered
Hole 16 Par4 | tee box provides a launching pad over a lake












